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A Prayer-Hymn. 

How I ue?d the rnesstint, Lord. 

Tlmii hast ofleied me, 
Ttint I may on fully saved, 

And have rest In the*. 

Justified through Jesus Christ, 

I have iieace and joy, 
Ami I seek lo have my heart, 

Tlii ne without Htloy. 

Lord 1 would not ithvavs seek, 

But would mil •■!■ In. 
May this be lliu gl<u tons hour; 

Stared I'm in Inbred ,.iii. 

All 1 consecrate to thee — 

I !i iily, soul .mil in iip i ; 
I will follow where tliou lead'st. 

Klin" lug 'hou il *t kind. 
Come, (> Holy rjjiirit come, 

Wholly sanctify. 
Ami jueseivB uie blameless, till 

I .mi culled oh high. 

—J, A. Oakek. 


The Primitive Church mid lis 
Customs. 


THE LORD B DAT. 

The Lord's day was the prin- 
cipal festival of the primitive 
church, and was kept with the 
greatest reverence from thu days 
of the apostles. 

Its observance was commenced 
by tbu apostles themselves and 
introduced as a part of the 
Christian religion wherever it 
was planted. 

Ignatius, bishop of Autioch, 
who was ordained by one of the 
apostles put* it in advance ot the 
Sul il,„ ib as a day to reverence, 
and sa)tf that those who have 
come to the possession of a now 
hope no linger observe the Sub- 
bath, but live in the observance 
of the Lord's day, on which our 
life sprang up agaiu ; -nd in the 
longer form of hi* epistles, it is 
called i In; queen and i ibiol of ull 
the days ol the week. 

It was lite day nut apart b> 
authority ol tins teachings ot the 
apostles, to In ild thu common 
assemblies ot thu church and lo 
engage in religious services, and 
it has been so used from Hint 
time to this. 

Tub following is the whole ot 
chapter 67, ol the first apology 
of Justin ibo martyr, and is per- 
tinent in I bin connection, 

Justin wart born about A. D. 
114, and was led lo the profes- 
sion of Christianity in seeking 
after that which would Battery 
the cruviugs of bis suul. lie 
studied in the schools ot the 
philosophers, and was noted for 
bis learning. His religions writ- 
ings arc characterized by intense 
Chnstian fervor. 

"Anil we alter wards eouliiiu- 
ally remind each other ot these 
tliiiign. And the wealthy among 
us help the needy, and we always 
keen together ; and tor ull 
things wherewith wo are sup- 
plied, we bless the Maker ot all 
through his Son Jesus Christ, 
and through the Holy Ghost. 
Aud on the day called Sunday, 
all who live in. cities or tlio 
country gather together to one 
place, aud ibe memoirs of the 
apostles or the writing! of the 
prophets are read, as long as 
time permits, .then,'' when the 
reuder has ceased, the president. 
verbally instructs, ' and exhorts 
to* the imitation ol these good 
things. Then we all rise together 
and pray, 'and, as we before said, 
when our prayer is ended, bread 
aud wine and water are brought, 
and the president in like man 


ner offers prayers and thanks- 
givings, according to his ability, 
and the people assent, saying 
Amen ; and there is a distribu- 
tion to each, and a participation 
of that over which thauki have 
been given, and to those who are 
absent, a portion is sent by the 
deacons. Aud they who are well 
to do, and willing, give what 
each think* fit; and whut is col- 
lected is deposited with the pres. 
ident, 'who succors the orphans 
aud widows, and those who are 
in I, i, mis and the strangers 
sojourning among us, aud in u 
word takes care of all who are 
in need. But Sunday is the day 
on which wo all hold our corn 
up hi assembly, because It is the 
first day on which Cod having 
wrought a change iu tbe dark- 
ness aud matter, made the world ; 
and Jesus Christ our Savior, on 
the s.tme day rose from thu 
dead. For he was crucified oil 
the day after lhat ot Saturn, 
which is the day ot the Sun, 
having appeared I o bis apostles 
and disciples, he taught them 
these thing* which we have sub- 
mitted to you also for vour con- 
sideration." 

( To be Continued.) 


Did You Speak to Him ' 

You bad the chance, perhaps 
such as will never come within 
tbe reach ot your influence 
again. Ah ! How many | -tec- 
ions opportunities slip through 
our lingers ! The other day Mr. 
Spurgeon went to preach at a 
prominent chapel, and, after hav- 
ing taken tea at the deacon's 
house, walked down to the 
chape) under the guidance ol a 
son of the household. 

"Do you love my Master J" 
was the question which in his 
clear, mannerly way was put to 
his young friend. Before reply- 
ing he slopped in the street, and 
looking his questioner straight 
in the fmc, said: 

"Mr. Spurgeon, I have walked 
down to Ibis chapel with minis- 
ters tor several years, and not 
tme of them ever asked tl.nl 
question before." 

The faith In I word was the be- 
ginning of uew light j und seek- 
ing God, he tound putdou and 
peace through Christ. 

Sincere reader, if you be i to! 
lower of tbe Lord, u*k yourself 
the question, "Have I done my 
duty in this reaped?" Or are 
you letting the opportunities you 
huve from day to day slip through 
your lingers t" — Tub Watchman. 


There is a little Greek boy in 
Mr. Moody's sehoo! at Nurth- 
tfeld, very promising, whom the 
friends of the toteigu missionary 
woik hope to educate for a bless 
ing to his people- 
Since tbe organization of the 
Refori&ed Episcopal Church has 
followed its own inclination iu 
the matter of foreign missions 
ami a number have beeu quite 
munificent in their contributions, 
but at the last General Confer- 
ence it was unanimously deter- 
mined to cooperate in the future 
with the Womau'e Union Mis- 
sionary Society, and to concen- 
trate their efforts on tbe station 
at Cawnpore, India. 


The Religions World. 

The United Synod, Lutheran, 
is organizing a colony to settle 
in Perry, Texas. 

Prof, Buehner, the atheistic 
scientist, bus formally with- 
drawn from the Evangelical 
church, and officially declared 
his unbeliel. 

The Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union ot the State ol 
New York will hold its twelfth 
annual meeting iu the Baptist 
church, Courtland, on October 
13, 14, and 15. 

Two lad ins from Ed in burgh, 
Miss McGregor and Miss Smith, 
who formerly worked among 
Jewesses of the East, have com- 
menced n inhcsil htr i he Chris- 
tian e iu cation ol Jewish irirls in 

the Ghi-iici oi Borne, 

The .Presbyterian Board en- 
tered into the uiissiitn field of 
Mexico in 1872. What a record 
for twelve years, » hell it can 
iinu speak ot six thousand 
church-member*, of tourteen or- 
dained native preachers, and 
th'.rteen licentiates, of u theolog- 
icul school now in progress, aud 
a Presbytery, organized in due 
form. 

The Seventh Street MethodiBt 
Episcopal church in New York 
city, celebrated its ninety- ninth 
anniversary recently. It is one ot 
the oldest churches in the lower 
part of the city, am! was organ- 
ized shortly alter the evacuation 
ot New York by the British. 
The corner-stone of the present 
church was laid iu 1836. Some 
of the oldest members attended 
the ceremonies which were of an 
Interesting character throiighoui. 
-E.x. 

The Church Army, organised 
somewhat on the plan of the 
Salvation Array, hut composed 
ot communicants of the Church 
of England, Is receiving the oor- 
dial support of I he bishops of 
Durham and Oxford, and other 
lenders ot tho church. Iu a re 
ci'iit address the Bishop <if Dur- 
ham said 1 here were three leis- 
ures en the Army which espec- 
ially eiiiumemh.d themselves 
to bis minu — namely, its niag 
uilioent hopefulness; its adop- 
tion oi more varied and less con- 
ventional, and even deiuimstru 
tive methods ; and its Sua ot 
working men a* evangelists. .The 
number of working men enrolled 
in the Society is about live thou 
sniiil, ami a great deal ot effect- 
ive evangelistic labor is reported 
to have been done among thu 
abandoned classes. 

The Salvation army marched 
with much parade to the Parlia- 
ment buildings to present to the 
House ot Commons a monster 
iieiition urging tbe Immediate 

passage of the Criminal act 
amendment The petition eon- 
tains 600,000 names and is a mile 
and a half long- It was borne 
in a special carriage. The pro- 
cession was very large, and 
halted on the Tuames embank- 
ment, whence a, deputation 
proceeded to the Douse ot Com 
minis to present this monstrous 
prayer. 

The procession was beaded by 
a band followed by the Salva 
tion Army officers on horseback 


The petition was a huge roll 
and was carried beneath a can- 
opy erected in a vehicle drawn 
by four horses, in the middle oT 
the procession. Tbe tine of 
murch was through the principal 
streets of London, and the pa- 
geant attracted everywhere 
enormous crowds of people. In 
the House of Commons tho care 
ol Ibe petition was entrusted to 
Mr. James Stuart, Uadicul 
mernher for Hackney, long die- 
liinjt.ished in an educational 
philanthropist and champion of 
educational privileges for women 
Mr. Stuart at once introduced 
the matter to the Commons. 
He said the petition asked Par 
ii ament was signed by 500,000 
P> rsons, and that such was the 
pupuiar feeling tifion the anti- 
j-et that it had taken but seven- 
teen days to obtain this enor- 
mous number of signatures, Tbe 
vust roll was then moved up to 
the clerk's desk. He read the 
petition to tbe House, holding 
l hut part of tbe document in 
Ins bauds, the bulk lying upon 
the floor and occupying most oi 
the space in front of the Speak 

er's table. 
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Elijah at M I Cnriuel. 


BY D. BAILEY. 

From early mom till dewy eve 
Hie four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Buul hud been cry- 
ing out to their god and slashing 
themselves with knives us though 
they could show their sincerity 
in that way. They were goaded 
to further madness by the sueer- 
imr remarks ot the wild- looking 
Prophet nT God from the wil- 
•ierness. "Cry louder," says the 
old man, "your god miibt be 
asleep or he would certainly be:ir 
yiii." Or, "perhaps he bus gone 
on a journey." 

Bus as evening approaches the 
people see flint it is a failure aud 
are i early to come at the bid- 
ding "f Elijah u lid repair the 
ruined altar of God so that he 
could have a trial. Then he 
dressed the beast and divided ac- 
cording to the heretical mode 
ami commanded 'that water 
should be poured over tbe wood 
that every one might be satisfied 
tbat thu re Was no tire hidden 'on 
the altar. 

Now that we have Elijah 
ready to Cat) upon the Lord for 
lire for the bit ml- offering we 

may pause a moment to consider 

the action of the prophet and 
m-,* what lessons may be derived 
I herefrom. 

1. Beware lhat your judg- 
ment is not biased by tile riu- 

merkal strength ol yont oppo- 

sers. Elijah was one, the proph- 
ets of Baal were tour hundred 
and fifty, but God was with Eli- 
jsb, and God and one area ma- 
jority though there are four hun- 
dred and fifty thousand iu the 
opposition. 

2, See that tho high position 
of your, oppo^er does not iullu- 
enco you. The king and queen 
and all their court appeared to 
be on the side of Baal, yet we 
do not know the name of a sol- 
itary one ot the prophets of 
Baal, and tbe King, himself, is 
known only to be detested 
while the name of Elijah is 


bunded down to all generations 

as one of tbe »wo men who were 
too holy to die, "He wb* not 
for God look him," 

"('boose ye this day whom ye 
will serve." 

In fidelity is bad, but it is not 
tbe worst t'oe to religious prog- 
ress to day. 

Baffin has become more cun- 
ning in these latter days thjii he 
was of old. He does inti seek 
to oppose sn much as formerly 
but he (fives ibe "woun 1 in the 
house of a trifiid." Anti-Christ 
is with Us still, but be shows 
himself no hydra- headed mon- 
ster as of yore. Beware, my 
friends, beware : every golden 
^i-hoi in any theory is Christ- 
like, all else is chaff, l'riund- 
sbip. Love, und Troth are goad 
but Christ is Hod. 

Cbari'y i4 good, bui Christ 
teaches that those who give, 
claiming a return under like 
circumstances are not charita- 
ble, 

He who uses a benevolent in- 
stitution as u stepping atone to 
Christ, doetb well, but he that 
torsakes Christ lor a beuevolcut 
institution condemns bis own 
soul, for I'unl says: "It is impos- 
sible lor tb'isi* who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of 
the heavenly gWt. and were 
made partakers of the Holy 
(jhost, and have tasted tb ■ good 
Word of God, ami the powers 
of tbe world to come, if they 
shall fall away, to renew them 
ii ^ai n to repentance." Hob. tl : 4 

—6. 

Christ is tlw on'y sure lounda- 

tiMii, but Ibis Ion u 1 1 at ion does 
not insure a perfect superstruc- 
ture, we may build with gold, 
silver, previous stones, wood, 
buy or stubble, but il will be 
tried ey fire ami if it stands the 
teat the reward will wmc, but if 
it is destroyed audit-is too late 
to rebuild the unhappy biilder 
will he without tt home in the 
heavenly mansion. 

Many are building with wood, 
buy or slubble. Are there any 
of that number here '; Are 
there any time-server*, any 
seekers after their own ylory 't 
My you n a" friends, basking in 
tbe verdant, Bower-flecked fields 
of youth, build not tor time 
ajnne. Look far down tin; vista 
of years its you build, even into 
the valley of tbe shallow of 
death, and so build lor God and 
friends~-yes urn! enemies, and 
when fh<* trial e .im « i 1 ere will 
be no disappointment, tbe build- 
ing will pass over before yon and 
await your coming, while saints 
ami angels will receive yonr 
purified spirit In a [oyottt home 
coming- 
in uiir temporal building wo 
build for life, we build house! to 
live in and they are not planned 
to die in, *o in our spiritual 
building, if we build for self, 
lor life, for prosperity, death or 
adversity will find us home less, 
hopeless, stand fainting by tbe 
way. 

"Why halt ye between two 
opinions?": If self or mammou 
can satisfy, serve them ; but if 
Christ be God, ?erve him : serve 
him now, serve him faithfully, 
serve him always. 


